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	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1024]: Whether they have made an assessment of the joint report, The Destination Trap, published on7 November by Refugee Action and Amnesty International; and, if so, whether they will respond to its conclusions.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: We understand that the joint report by Refugee Action and Amnesty International published on 7 November 2006 is entitled The Destitution Trap. The Government are aware of the detailed recommendations made in the report, which are directed at a range of government departments and other agencies. It will take them into account when formulating policy on dealing with the legacy of older cases and in dealing with new cases under the New Asylum Model. Failed asylum seekers have had their asylum claims carefully considered by the Home Office and, where appropriate, by the independent appellate authorities. It has been decided that they do not require international protection and they are therefore required to leave the UK.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70115w0003.htm#07011527000007 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Baroness Williams of Crosby asked Her Majesty's Government [HL646]: Whether they will provide a breakdown of the number of persons detained under the fast-track system at the latest convenient date, by nationality and length of detention.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: This data are derived from local management information and are therefore provisional and subject to change.

As at 8 December 2006, the latest date for which data are available, there were 170 claimants detained under the detained fast-track (DFT) process of whom 125 were male and 50 were female (figures are rounded to the nearest five). For details of nationality and length of detention, please see the attached table.

National statistics on the total number of people detained under sole Immigration Act powers are published quarterly and annually. Copies are available from the Library of the House and on the Home Office Research Development and Statistics Directorate website at http://homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 
There were 125 male claimants from 33 nationalities in the detained fast-track (DFT) process. The average period in detention per detainee since date of entry to the DFT process was 45 days.
Nationality

Number of Male Detainees (1)
Average Number of Days in DFT

Afghanistan

15

27

Angola

5

33

Bangladesh

10

44

Dem. Rep. of Congo

5

39

Gambia

5

41

Jamaica

5

33

Kenya

5

58

Nigeria

5

70

Pakistan

15

46

Russia

5

14

Sudan

10

81

Turkey

15

37

Uganda

5

101

Other nationalities

20

35

Total

125

45

(1) Figures are rounded to the nearest five

Reply continued on following page:



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page:
There were 50 female claimants from 22 nationalities in the detained fast-track (DFT) process. The average period in detention per detainee since date of entry to the DFT process was 21 days.
Nationality

Number of female detainees(1)
Average Number of Days in DFT

China

5

22

Gambia

5

24

Georgia

5

16

Nigeria

10

22

Pakistan

5

23

Uganda

5

31

Other nationalities

20

18

Total

50

21

(1) Figures are rounded to the nearest five

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70115w0003.htm#07011527000006 
Lord Marlesford asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1154]: Whether they will place in the Library of the House a copy of the current guidance issued to immigration officers on the identification procedures to be applied to persons who have covered their faces departing from or arriving in the United Kingdom.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Specific operational guidance on the examination of passengers wearing veils or other face coverings is available to immigration officers and states that passengers wearing veils or other face coverings are to be asked to remove the covering in order that they may be identified as the rightful holder of their passport or travel document.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70115w0003.htm#07011527000005
Richard Ottaway [114688]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what recent assessment he has made of the effectiveness of measures to deport failed asylum seekers. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: The effectiveness of measures deployed to remove failed asylum seekers is assessed on an ongoing basis. These measures have ensured that the removal of failed asylum seekers has been steadily increasing over the past few years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070115/text/70115w0007.htm#0701162000007 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Mark Pritchard [110205]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the cost of translating departmental publications into languages other than English was in 2005-06.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The cost for translating HO publications into languages other than English between 1 April 2005 and 31 March 2006 was £148,582.18.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070115/text/70115w0009.htm#0701162000030 
John Hayes [109455]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people who have (a) claimed asylum in and (b) been removed from the UK since May 1997 have been deported once already.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The requested information is not available and could be obtained by an examination of individual case records only at disproportionate cost.

Deportation proceedings are initiated either following a court recommendation as part of a sentence under section 3(6) of the Immigration Act 1971 or on the grounds that presence in the United Kingdom is not conducive to the public good under section 3(5) of the same Act.

A deportation order remains in force until revoked and a deportee may not return to the United Kingdom during that time. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070117/text/70117w0015.htm#07011795000061
Piara Khabra [112932]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what targets are set by his Department for reaching decisions on new applications for those peoples whose claims had been initially unsuccessful and had exhausted their appeal rights.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Where a failed asylum seeker who has exhausted their appeal rights submits further representations, it is the task of the caseworker to decide whether those representations amount to a fresh claim.

We do not set specific targets for reaching decisions on these claims as they represent a very small number of cases. It is the aim of IND to consider and make decisions on applications within a reasonable time scale.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070117/text/70117w0015.htm#07011795001956 

Andrew Pelling [114021]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what progress has been made on the New Asylum Model target on the recruitment and training of new staff. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: The establishment of 25 non-detained regional asylum teams under the New Asylum Model (NAM), to work alongside the Detained Fast Track teams, was achieved by the target of December 2006. All NAM case owners will have completed the 55 day Foundation Training Programme by March 2007. We have also provided tailored management development programmes for team leaders, senior caseworkers and workflow managers. We are on target for all new asylum applications to be dealt with by NAM teams from April 2007.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070117/text/70117w0015.htm#07011795001966


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Piara Khabra [112931]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many asylum seekers whose claims had been initially unsuccessful and who had exhausted their appeal rights have lodged new asylum applications since January 2004, broken down by (a) nationality and (b) sex. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: A breakdown of new applications from asylum seekers whose claims were initially unsuccessful and who had exhausted their appeal rights, in the period 1 January 2004 to 19 December 2006 is included in the following table. This information is not part of published statistics. It is based on internal management information and is therefore subject to change.
Gender
Country of origin
Female
Male
Total
Afghanistan

10

70

80

Algeria

—

10

10

Angola

—

5

5

Cameroon

—

5

5

China (Peoples Republic of China)

—

5

5

Colombia

—

5

5

Congo Democratic Republic

10

20

30

Eritrea

35

30

65

Ethiopia

10

—

10

Iran

10

30

40

Iraq

—

5

5

Ivory Coast (Cote D’Ivoire)

5

—

5

Myanmar (Burma)

—

5

5

Nigeria

—

5

5

Pakistan

10

15

25

Palestine

—

5

5

Russia

—

5

5

Rwanda

—

5

5

Serbia and Montenegro

—

10

10

Somalia

10

25

35

Sri Lanka

5

30

35

Table continued on following page:



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Table continued from previous page:
Gender
Country of origin
Female
Male
Total
Sudan

—

5

5

Syria

—

5

5

Togo

—

5

5

Turkey

5

25

30

Uganda

5

5

10

Zimbabwe

10

10

20

Other nationalities

15

35

50

Total

140

380

520

Note:
Figures are provisional and rounded to the nearest five

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070117/text/70117w0015.htm#07011795001956 

Keith Vaz [113944]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what procedures are in place through which asylum applicants can submit complaints about officials.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Asylum applicants should make complaints, giving full details in writing (in English), by post, e-mail or fax to:

IND Complaints Unit

PO Box 1384

Croydon

Surrey

CR9 3YJ

Email: ind.cu@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk 
Fax: 020 8760 4310

Full details on how to complain are given on IND’s website at: 
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/contactus/complaints 
All complaints about the behaviour of IND staff are thoroughly investigated and we aim to provide a response within eight weeks.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070117/text/70117w0015.htm#07011795001962 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Andrew Pelling [114021]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what progress has been made on the New Asylum Model target on the recruitment and training of new staff. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: The establishment of 25 non-detained regional asylum teams under the New Asylum Model (NAM), to work alongside the Detained Fast Track teams, was achieved by the target of December 2006. All NAM case owners will have completed the 55 day Foundation Training Programme by March 2007. We have also provided tailored management development programmes for team leaders, senior caseworkers and workflow managers. We are on target for all new asylum applications to be dealt with by NAM teams from April 2007.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070117/text/70117w0015.htm#07011795001966 

James Clappison [114532]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department further to the replies of 19 December 2006, Official Report, column 1944W, on asylum seekers, what factors led to the modification of the family indefinite leave to remain exercise by the replacement note of 12 June 2006; what steps were taken to publicise this change; and if he will make a statement.

Reply from Liam Byrne: We modified the terms of the family indefinite leave to remain exercise because as originally drafted the policy excluded families for non-recordable criminal offences, and did not make it explicit that compassionate factors could be taken in account. The revised policy document was published on the Home Office website. A letter outlining the principal changes was circulated to stakeholders, including the main representatives’ organisations.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070117/text/70117w0015.htm#07011795001966 

Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1090]: Whether they have made an assessment of the average and standard deviation of the ages, between 16 and 20, at which children develop particular dental characteristics in Eritrea, Afghanistan, Iran, China and Somalia; and how they intend to use these data to assist in age determination for immigration control purposes.

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: While no specific assessment as outlined above has been carried out we have commissioned a review of the current scientific evidence on the effectiveness of dental age assessment techniques. We will carefully consider the findings of this review, which is expected to report by the end of February, before proceeding with any plans to introduce dental analysis as supplementary evidence in assessing age for immigration purposes. An interview with the child or young person and consideration of information submitted will remain important factors in the final decision on their age. We are planning to publish a consultation paper soon on this and other possible reforms in the context of processing applications for asylum from unaccompanied minors.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70118w0003.htm#07011847000021 

 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
James Clappison [115079]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many out of time applications have been received for the family indefinite leave to remain exercise since 31 December 2004; how many such applications have been granted; and what the Government’s policy is on the length of time for which out of time applications will continue to be accepted. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: Information on the number of out of time applications received by the family indefinite leave to remain (ILR) exercise since 31 December 2004 and the number of these subsequently granted ILR is unavailable and would be obtainable only by examination of individual case files, at disproportionate cost.

As Beverley Hughes explained in her letter to MPs of 29 October 2003, the family indefinite leave to remain exercise is not an application-based exercise but one in which it is for the Immigration and Nationality Directorate to identify eligible families.

We requested applications in 2004 to accelerate the process of identifying those who qualified, giving priority to applications submitted before 31 December 2004. Late applications were considered but not prioritised. We believe we have identified all families who might qualify under the exercise but will consider others if they come to light. Information on the family ILR exercise is published in quarterly web pages and in the annual statistical bulletin Asylum Statistics United Kingdom. Copies of these publications and others relating to general immigration to the UK are available from the Library of the House and from the Home Office Research Development and Statistics Directorate website at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070117/text/70117w0017.htm#07011795000071 

Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1087]: How many non-British children have been taken into care by children's social services, on or soon after arrival in the United Kingdom, in each of the past three years; whether they can specify which local authorities were involved and distinguish between accompanied and unaccompanied children.

Reply from Lord Adonis: The table below shows the number of unaccompanied asylum-seeking children who started to be looked after during each of the years ending 31 March 2004 to 2006. Other non-British children who are taken into care are not separately identifiable in nationally collected data.
To read the very long table see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70118w0003.htm#07011847000021 

Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1091]: How many unaccompanied young persons made applications for asylum in 2006; and in how many of these cases, and in respect of what countries, there was a dispute about the age of the applicant.

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: Information is not available on how many of those asylum applications lodged in 2006 from unaccompanied asylum-seeking children (UASCs) have, been age disputed.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70118w0003.htm#07011847000021 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1092]: How many young unaccompanied asylum seekers from countries to which non-suspensive appeals apply claimed to be under 18; and on what grounds were each deemed to be over 18.

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: Data on the numbers of asylum applications from unaccompanied asylum-seeking children (UASC) and age disputed cases from non-suspensive appeals countries can be found in the attached tables. Data on the grounds upon which individual age disputed cases were deemed to be over 18 could be obtained only at disproportionate cost by examination of individual case records.

Information on unaccompanied asylum-seeking children is published quarterly and annually. Copies of these publications and others relating to immigration to the UK are available from the Library of the House and from the Home Office Research, Development and Statistics Directorate website at www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html.

To read the very long tables see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70118w0004.htm 
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL928]: Whether they will keep central records of persons detained under the immigration laws in the belief that they were foreign nationals liable to deportation, and who were subsequently found to be either (a) British, or (b) otherwise exempt from deportation.

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: Detention reviews of those detained under immigration laws with a view to deportation are carried out on a case-by-case basis according to the specific individual circumstances of the detainee to ensure that detention is lawful and meets our current criteria on detention. Reviews are carried out on a monthly basis to ensure that the individual continues to meet the requirements for detention. Collating this information on a central basis in order to record details of those who were initially determined to be liable for deportation but then found not to be would require a significant use of resources at disproportionate cost.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70118w0004.htm#07011847000022 

Lord Ouseley asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1119]: What assessment they have made of the evidence of irreparable mental health damage to migrants, refugees and asylum seekers detained without time limit.

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: Immigration Act powers to detain are not time limited. However, domestic and European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) case law provides that detention must last for no longer than is reasonably necessary for the purpose for which it is authorised and must not be of excessive duration.

Under the terms of Rule 34 of the Detention Centre Rules 2001 (No. 238) Immigration Service removal centres must ensure that arrangements are in place for detainees to have a physical and mental examination by the medical practitioner within24 hours of their arrival. The purpose of this is to identify any immediate and significant mental or physical health needs. Rule 35(5) requires medical practitioners to pay particular attention to any detainee whose mental condition appears to require it and to make arrangements for their care.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70118w0004.htm#07011847000025 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
James Clappison [115774]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the answer of9 January 2007, Official Report, column 538W, on leave to remain, what the other countries are from which nationals have been granted indefinite leave to remain (ILR) under the ILR exercise of 30 September 2006.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The following table based on management information shows the number of persons granted indefinite leave to remain under the terms of the family indefinite leave to remain exercise, by nationality where five or more, as at 30 September 2006, the latest data for which information has been published.

Further information on the Family ILR exercise is published in quarterly web pages and in the annual statistical bulletin Asylum Statistics United Kingdom. Copies of these publications and others relating to general immigration to the UK are available from the Library of the House and from the Home Office Research Development and Statistics Directorate website at:

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 

To read the very long tables see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070118/text/70118w0013.htm#07011864000050 
Austin Mitchell (115604): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether training is given to Immigration and Nationality Directorate staff engaged on dawn raids on asylum seekers with regard to (a) forcible entry, (b) restraint and control, (c) assessment of medical conditions, (d) interpretation skills, (e) grief counselling and (f) anger management.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70115w01.htm 
Austin Mitchell (115606): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many (a) officials in his Department and (b) police officers were involved in the operation of dawn raids on asylum seekers and illegal immigrants in (i) 1998, (ii) 1999, (iii) 2005 and (iv) 2006; and at which local Immigration and Nationality Directorate offices these raids were organised.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70115w01.htm 
Austin Mitchell (115608): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether officials able to use the language of the asylum seekers concerned are required to be present when dawn raids on failed asylum seekers are undertaken.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70115w01.htm 
Austin Mitchell (115609): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether officials qualified in child care are required to be present when dawn raids are undertaken on asylum seekers where children are likely to be present.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70115w01.htm 
Austin Mitchell (115610): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether dawn raids to detain failed asylum seekers are authorised at ministerial level.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70115w01.htm 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Austin Mitchell (115611): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether neighbours of asylum seekers detained in dawn raids are offered any explanation of the action being taken; and whether they are given an opportunity to express their views on such raids.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70115w01.htm 
Austin Mitchell (115612): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what opportunities asylum seekers detained during dawn raids are offered to consult (a) their legal advisers and (b) their Member of Parliament (i) at the point of detention, (ii) in transit and (iii) at a detention centre.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70115w01.htm 
Austin Mitchell (115613): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many children aged (a) under five years, (b) five to 12 years and (c) 13 to 16 years passed through Yarlswood detention centre in the last 12 months; what accommodation is provided for children detained at Yarlswood; and what opportunities are offered for (i) play, (ii) physical activity, (iii) education and (iv) counselling.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70115w01.htm 
Austin Mitchell (115809): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, under whose command police officers in dawn raids on asylum seekers are acting; and what their role is during such raids.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70115w01.htm 
Press Releases 
Immigration holding facilities - still some systemic problems

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/immigrationholdingfacilities 
Home Office response to Her Majesty's Chief Inspector of Prisons' (HMCIP) reports on four short term holding facilities
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/holdingfacilitieshoresponse 

New publications
HM Chief Inspector of Prisons Report on the unannounced inspection of one short-term residential immigration holding facility: Colnbrook

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/21395/Colnbrook.pdf 
HM Chief Inspector of Prisons Report on the unannounced inspections of three short-term non-residential immigration holding facilities: Reliance House, Liverpool; Sandford House, Solihull, West Midlands; John Lennon Airport, Liverpool
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/21395/Reliance_House.pdf 


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
News
Polish migrants update wartime dialect    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1122298.0.0.php
EU urged to beef up migration patrols   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=77412007
Migrant workers get legal advice   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/tayside_and_central/6270095.stm
Ugandan asylum seekers' reprieve    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6273611.stm
Scots taste the flavours of Eastern Europe   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1133659.0.0.php
Government in asylum funding row 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/london/6270173.stm 

Anger mounts as door closes on learners

http://education.guardian.co.uk/tefl/story/0,,1993567,00.html 

Failed asylum seekers reapply
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/01/19/nasylum19.xml 

UN attacks government over new asylum tactics   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1137141.0.un_attacks_government_over_new_asylum_tactics.php
After dawn raids... the new scandal   

http://www.sundayherald.com/analysis/analysis/display.var.1137131.0.after_dawn_raids_the_new_scandal.php
Sinister centre is the reason to end this Act of Union   

http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/opinion/columnists/rosiekane/tm_headline=sinister-centre-is-reason-to-end-this-act-of-union-%26method=full%26objectid=18508117%26siteid=64736-name_page.html
Home Office calls in Saatchi to put a gloss on immigration   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2558096,00.html
Tragedy of the truthful immigrant   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2558004,00.html
TOP


	Race Relations
Holyrood Parliamentary Motion
Linda Fabiani S2M-5411): 4th Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace—That the Parliament supports the 4th Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace which will take place from Wednesday 7 February to Sunday 11 March 2007; supports the festival’s aim to celebrate the diversity contained within the religious, spiritual, educational, cultural, ethnic and international traditions of the Middle East as well as in Scotland; welcomes the opening up of the festival this year to events in other parts of Scotland, and congratulates the organisers, the Edinburgh International Centre for World Spiritualities and the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Learning, for bringing together people from across all the principal faith and spiritual traditions of Scotland and creating a forum for dialogue and mutual understanding among the religious and spiritual traditions, particularly at a time when negative media images and war in the Middle East are increasingly polarising opinions and exacerbating divisions among our communities.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-01-15f.htm 

Westminster Parliamentary Question
Philip Hollobone (116526):To ask the Minister for Women and Equality, what recent discussions she has had with the Home Office on policing gypsy and traveller communities.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70118w01.htm 
News
Australian Muslims feel under siege   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=98542007
‘Campaign to split UK 'may fuel race tensions'
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/01/15/ngb15.xml 

Moves to create cultural harmony   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/01/20/newsstory9198306t0.asp
What’s the story with . . . Swastikas?   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1136455.0.0.php
Mixed-race Britons to become biggest minority   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2558338,00.html



	Race Relations

News (continued)
Shame   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2557613,00.html
The campaigner who still weeps for the mother and father who cast her out   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2557632,00.html
Muslims in police will rise up, Bakri insists    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/01/21/nhate21.xml
TV 'preachers of hate' escape police action    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/01/21/nhate121.xml
TOP



	Race Equality
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
Wendy Alexander (S2W-30510): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is taking to promote the performance of its agencies in obtaining employment monitoring data in line with their duties under the Race Relations Act 1976.

Reply from Tom McCabe: In line with our legal obligations, Diversity Strategy and Departmental Diversity Delivery Plan, the Scottish Executive, as an employer, is committed to improving the diversity of its workforce and the quality of employment monitoring data, including for those agencies included in the Collective Employment Monitoring Scheme of our Race Equality Scheme.

The majority of this information is held on the Executive’s central human resources database and not by the agencies themselves. We undertake regular staff re-surveys and monitoring exercises to ensure the accuracy and completeness of data held. For information that is not held centrally, we encourage individual agencies to take similar steps and have issued advice and guidance to ensure that all relevant information is collected.

Information on the Executive’s Collective Employment Monitoring Scheme is published on its website.

The collection of monitoring data for those agencies not included in the Executive’s Race Equality Scheme is a matter for each individual agency. This includes the Scottish Prison Service, the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service, the Scottish Court Service, Registers of Scotland and Communities Scotland (prior to 2004)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0112.htm


	Race Equality (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Eric Pickles: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what steps she is taking to implement the recommendations of the Civil Service capability review of her Department on equality and diversity among staff. [114518]

Reply from Angela Smith: Communities and Local Government has already taken significant steps including the creation of a workplace equalities team in October. This has contributed to work on the new race equality and disability equality schemes and the forthcoming gender equality scheme.

In direct response to the capability review we will be drawing on this work and will publish a workplace equality strategy this March. Key themes included will be in line with Whitehall's ten point plan on equality: targets and measurement; leadership and accountability; recruitment and promotion; development, learning culture and working practices, and communications. We have already introduced practical measures including signing up to become an "exemplar" employee (as recommended by the Women and Work Commission) and opening all new jobs to flexible working wherever possible.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070116/text/70116w0030.htm#07011737000008
Tim Loughton (115804): To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, when she plans to publish the Equality Act Regulations for Great Britain; and whether local authority-commissioned adoption agencies run by religious bodies will be subject to the regulations.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70115w01.htm 

John Hayes (115551):To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what the (a) cost and (b) content was of the training modules on race equality and cultural capability to which she refers in paragraph 5.268 of her Department's 2006 annual report; and if she will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70115w01.htm
John Hayes (115660): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the average cost of a race equality impact assessment is; and on how many occasions draft legislation has been modified as the result of such an assessment since inception.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70115w01.htm
Gordon Banks (115361): To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what steps his Department takes to cater for special dietary requirements of Armed Forces personnel on the grounds of their (a) religious belief and (b) medical condition.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70115w01.htm



	Race Equality (continued)
Press Release 
STUC launces One Workplace Equality Award to fight discrimination in the Scottish workplace   

http://www.stuc.org.uk/press-releases/338/stuc-launches-one-workplace-equality-award-to-fight-discrimination-in-the-scottish-workplace
New publication
Catalyst

http://www.catalystmagazine.org/ 
News
Race watchdog forces ethnic prize to admit white writers   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,170-2547417,00.html
Council defends atheist job bar    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6272237.stm
Veil row woman challenges sacking    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/bradford/6282459.stm
U-turn by British Airways in row over employee's cross   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1136541.0.0.php
The BA backdown   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/editorial/display.var.1136482.0.0.php
About-turn by BA over staff's religious symbols   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=103812007
TOP



	Racism
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
Donald Gorrie (S2W-30670): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is taking, in addition to work in relation to football and parades, to tackle latent sectarianism in some parts of Scotland.

Reply from Cathy Jamieson: Real progress has been made in tackling sectarianism in Scotland and I am proud of what has been achieved. The reconvened Summit on Sectarianism, held on 12 December 2006, allowed the Executive and key stakeholders to reaffirm their commitment to working in partnership to eradicate sectarianism once and for all and we will continue to work together to drive this agenda forward.

There is a great deal of activity taking place in addition to the positive work which is being taken forward in relation to football and parades. For example, we have:

Made the anti-sectarian education resource Don’t Give It, Don’t Take It available to all schools in Scotland; Published the Building Friendships and Strengthening Communities guide to twinning denominational and non-denominational schools; Been working closely with the Scottish Council of Voluntary Organisations to support and share knowledge and experience among anti-sectarianism groups working in the voluntary sector; Supported research to quantify the problem of sectarianism in the workplace, and Been working with the independent Task Group on Tackling Sectarianism in Scotland to develop new ideas and initiatives such as the development of a rehabilitation programme to tackle the anti-social attitudes of those involved in sectarian activities.

An update on progress made on the Action Plan on Tackling Sectarianism in Scotland is available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/12/11133338/0
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0112.htm
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Ashok Kumar [109040]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people were charged with racially aggravated offences in each English region in each of the last five years. 

Reply from Vernon Coaker: The requested data is not collected centrally. Prosecutions for racially aggravated offences by local area have been included in successive annual releases of the Section 95 publication ‘Statistics on Race and the Criminal Justice System’, which are available on the Home Office website at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/section951.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070115/text/70115w0009.htm#0701162000028 



	Racism (continued)
Westminster Early Day Motion
Keith Vaz(639): Allegations of racist behaviour on Big Brother - That this House views with concern the comments made about Big Brother contestant Shilpa Shetty by other housemates; believes that Big Brother has a role to play in preventing racist behaviour in the Big Brother house; regrets that these comments have been made; and calls on the programme to take urgent action to remind housemates that racist behaviour is unacceptable. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70116e01.htm 
Press Release 
CRE statement on Celebrity Big Brother
http://www.cre.gov.uk/default.aspx.locid-0hgnew0pi.reflocid-0hg00900c002.lang-en.htm 
News
Findlay’s spirited defence as he faces sectarian remarks probe   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/other/display.var.1122258.0.0.php
Progress in turning tide of bigotry—Jamieson   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/01/16/newsstory9178629t0.asp
Street-Porter denies race claims    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/6270055.stm
Street-Porter denies abuse   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=88522007
Star African teens 'face race abuse from rival footballers'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=87102007
Inverbervie welder fined fro racist remarks   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16427685&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Aberdeen race attack 'very scary' - victim   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16446349&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Brothers battered by gang of racists   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=brothers-battered-by-gang-of-racists-%26method=full%26objectid=18499991%26siteid=66633-name_page.html



	Racism
News (continued)
Four face jail after Glasgow race attack    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1134263.0.0.php
Anti-Semitism: from Herod to the Holocaust   

http://www.sundayherald.com/arts/arts/display.var.1136979.0.antisemitism_from_herod_to_the_holocaust.php
Holocaust denial should be debated, not banned    

http://comment.independent.co.uk/columnists_a_l/joan_bakewell/article2165421.ece
CPS faces race discrimination claims from its own barristers

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/legal/article2154832.ece 

Jade dropped by charity in ‘Bigot’ Brother bullying row   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1124893.0.0.php
Watchdog probes 2000 Big Brother racism complaints   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=81742007
Bigots, bullies and Big Brother   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=bigots%2D-bullies-and-big-brother%26method=full%26objectid=18488397%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Channel 4 denies Brother 'racism'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/6272585.stm
Big Brother race row galvanises India     

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/6271139.stm
Reality TV racism row grips viewers   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=88892007
Indian government to raise Big Brother racism concerns   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=88442007
Big bother over TV racism claims   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1130064.0.0.php
Blair and Brown stress UK tolerance   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1130103.0.0.php



	Racism
News (continued)
Why is low-brow race debate so hard to stomach?   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=91102007
Rows 'not racist', say housemates

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/6277301.stm 

It's unpleasant, but is it racist? TV chief doesn't know...but everyone else condemns Big Brother   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=97542007
It all ends in tears as Goody exits that house   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1136533.0.0.php
Evicted Jade: I apologise but I'm not a racist bully   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=103702007
Big Brother furore raises questions over the values we impart to our children   

http://www.sundayherald.com/oped/opinion/display.var.1137121.0.big_brother_furore_raises_questions_over_the_values_we_impart_to_our_children.php
Jade: Shilpa was victim of racism   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/01/21/njade121.xml
Why I had a change of heart about bully Jade   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1995386,00.html
TOP



	New Publications
Gypsies/Travellers in Scotland: The Twice-yearly Count - No. 10: July 2006
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/163009/0044312.pdf 

Growing Up in Scotland: A Study Following the Lives of Scotland's Children
Full Report:   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/163083/0044329.pdf 
Summaries: 1) Summary of findings from Year 1
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/162291/0044115.pdf 

2) Use of childcare by parents of young children
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/162295/0044116.pdf 

3) Pregnancy, Birth and Early Parenting
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/162299/0044117.pdf 

4) Sources of formal and informal support for parents of young children
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/162303/0044118.pdf 

TOP



	Other News
Head to head: Should Muslims have faith based health services? 

Yes (Aziz Sheikh)    http://www.bmj.com/cgi/reprint/334/7584/74   

No (Aneez Esmail)   http://www.bmj.com/cgi/reprint/334/7584/75
New ideas for hospital chapels go on display   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/01/15/newsstory9174289t0.asp
Catholic schools are better, and that’s the blunt truth   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1122312.0.0.php
Making your voice heard   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=making-your-voice-heard-%26method=full%26objectid=18494372%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Faiths gather for police event   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16438257&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Illegal camps for travellers on increase

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/01/20/newsstory9198313t0.asp 

Number of gypsies on illegal sites doubles   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/scotland.cfm?id=102762007
TOP


	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Adult Support and Protection Bill (Health Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/index.htm 
Stage 2 

** Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (Justice 2 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/index.htm 

Stage 2 consideration of amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice2/or-07/j207-0202.htm#Col3121 
Commissioner for Older People Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/index.htm 

** Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill (Justice 1 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/index.htm 

Stage 3 amendments
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-stage3-ml.pdf 

Stage 3 debate

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor0118-02.htm#Col31200 

and

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor0118-02.htm#Col31290 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-aspassed.pdf 
** Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill (Education Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/index.htm 

Stage 1 debate
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor0117-02.htm#Col31091
** Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill (Communities Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/index.htm 
Stage 1 report
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/communities/reports-07/cor07-02-Vol01-00.htm 
TOP


	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Regeneration formal investigation (31 January 2007)

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration/callforevidence.html 

and

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration.html 

Establishing a Migration Advisory Committee (31 January 2007)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/macconsultation.pdf 
Fair, effective, transparent and trusted – Rebuilding confidence in our immigration system: An independent and transparent assessment of immigration (16 February 2007)
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/faireffecttivetransparentin2.pdf 
** Mainstreaming Equalities (30 March 2007) 

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=5a457b90-198d-4c05-b305-00ba28d96e63
application form to attend Mainstreaming Equalities focus group in Glasgow, Aberdeen or Dumfries

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=6abb287a-4bb3-461a-912f-1eb8a65947da 
Moving on Up? Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work (no closing date given)
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_women_%20Scottish_interim_report.pdf
Transformation of Work: Delivering the workplace of tomorrow for the workforce of tomorrow (no closing date given)

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/Transformation_of_work.pdf 

and

http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=18834 

** English for Speakers of Other Languages (online survey) (no closing date given)
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=867383155976 
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** this week!
Anne Frank [+ you}

8-28 January 2007 in and around Kirkcaldy

Multi-site interactive festival to explore the themes of prejudice, disrespect and intolerance through the words, images and experiences of Anne Frank, her family and other survivors of the Holocaust. Exhibitions, theatre and workshops look at the issues of racial hatred, conflict and peace, inclusion and exclusion, democracy and dictatorship, and responsibility and indifference. For more information contact annefrank.festival@fife.gov.uk / 01592 414892  or see http://www.annefrankfife.co.uk/index.php
** this week!
National Standards for Community Engagement

23 January 2007 in Dundee

25 January 2007 in Glasgow

The National Standards for Community Engagement were developed by the Scottish Community Development Centre (SCDC) as a practical tool to help everyone involved in community engagement to make it work better. These four regional events will enable everyone to share experience of what works well in community engagement. For information contact SCDC 0141 248 1924.
** this week!
The Concepts of Equality

24 January 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to discuss the theories that underpin stereotypes, prejudice and discrimination in our society and how this impacts on the key concept of equalities. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
Meetings with the Minister for Communities

5 February 2007 in Dundee (1.30 – 3.30)
As part of the Scottish Executive commitment to the Race Equality agenda in Scotland and engagement with grassroot communities, the Minister of Communities will be conducting, in partnership with the Black and Ethnic Minorities Infrastructure in Scotland (BEMIS), a series of consultations with Ethnic Minority Communities across Scotland. The aim is to consult directly with the local community groups and projects, ensuring their voices are heard, addressing issues of concern and needs. For information contact BEMIS adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk /  0141 548 80 47 




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
** Promoting Good Race Relations and International Education: Lighting the equality torch for young people in Scotland
6 February 2007 in Glasgow
West of Scotland Racial Equality Council training and development day to develop work on race equality and global citizenship in schools. The seminar is aimed at teachers and education practitioners working with all age groups, including special needs and race equality officers and trainers from the public and voluntary sectors.  For information contact Shahana Noor  snoor@wsrec.co.uk / tel.0141 337 6626.

** What more can politicians and the Scottish Parliament do to tackle racial inequalities in Scotland?

7 February 2007 in Edinburgh (6.15 - 9.00)
In the run up to the Scottish Parliament 2007 elections, the CRE is giving you a chance to put questions to a panel of politicians representing each of our main political parties in order to find out what they are going to do to bring about race equality. For information contact Uschi Stickroth ustickroth@cre.gov.uk 
Managing Change – Making Equalities Work

21 February 2007  in Edinburgh (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to discuss how to create congruence between an organisation's identity, values and beliefs about equalities and its practices, personnel's behaviour and cultural and physical environment. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
Equalities Legislation and the Implications for Individuals and Organisations

14 March 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to examine the equality legislation that underpins equality, diversity and inclusion work and consider the impact on individuals and within organisations. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
Developing Effective Positive Action initiatives

15 March 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to discuss the process of developing, implementing and sustaining effective Positive Action initiatives in organisations to counteract the effects of past discrimination, to help overcome disadvantages and eliminate future discrimination. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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