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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Linda Fabiani (S2W-30702): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress has been made on the protocol between it and the Home Office on asylum seeker children and whether the protocol will bring the treatment and protection of asylum seeker children in line with the provisions of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995.

Reply: We have made good progress in implementing the measures in the March 2006 Agreement referred to by the member. The joint inspection of local services for the children of asylum seekers – to assess the quality of those services – took place in the autumn. We are close to agreement on lead professional arrangements with Glasgow City Council and the Home Office.

Support and protection of asylum seeker children is already in line with the Children (Scotland) Act 1995. The act places duties on local authorities relative to the provision of services to safeguard and promote the welfare for all children in their area who are in need, except where disapplied by UK legislation. The measures being put in place through the March Agreement should ensure that the rights, needs and interests of children in asylum seeker families are given earlier and on-going consideration.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0124.htm



	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Linda Fabiani (S2W-30700): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it will take, within its responsibilities, to improve its monitoring of asylum seekers in order to provide assistance to victims of trafficking.
Reply: The Scottish Executive does not routinely monitor the reasons for which people seek asylum. Officials in the Immigration and Nationality Directorate of the Home Office, who are responsible for handling asylum claims, have been issued with guidance on identifying and handling victims of human trafficking.

The Scottish Executive currently supports a pilot project in Glasgow under the Violence Against Women Fund which aims to determine the need for support to trafficked women, as there is currently no specialist support service in Scotland. Funding for this project has been agreed for 2006-08.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0124.htm 

Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Alistair Carmichael [116349]: What recent discussions he has had with Home Office Ministers on dawn raids to remove failed asylum seekers in Scotland. 

Reply from David Cairns: My right hon. Friend the Secretary of State and I have regular discussions with Home Office Ministers on matters that affect Scotland.

Alistair Carmichael: When the Minister next meets the Minister responsible for immigration, will he convey to him the revulsion that is widely felt in Scotland at the practice of dawn raids, especially when children are involved? It is now matched by the revulsion at a new practice involving the luring of children and whole families to immigration offices for signing-on purposes. 

If the Minister will not listen to the people of Scotland, will he listen to the United Nations Refugee Agency, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Amnesty International and the Commissioner for Children and Young People in Scotland? They all deplore the practice as well.

Reply from David Cairns: Absolutely no one wants early-morning removals to continue. They can only ever be justified as a last resort, when families and individuals have been invited to leave over and over again, when they have been offered financial assistance to leave over and over again, and when they have refused to leave over and over again. If we are to have an immigration and asylum policy that has any meaning at all, we must reserve the right as a nation to say no to some people, and if they refuse to go we must reserve the right to remove them by force if necessary. I do not want to see that happen. I want to see a situation, which we will have under the new asylum model, where decisions are made much more quickly, one caseworker works with individuals throughout their case, and individuals, when they have exhausted their appeals and are invited to leave the country, actually leave.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070123/debtext/70123-0002.htm#07012338000023 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Philip Hollobone [116345]: What recent discussions he has had with European commissioners on immigration into Scotland.

Reply from David Cairns: My right hon. Friend the Secretary of State and I have regular discussions regarding immigration matters, but we have had no discussions on those issues with the European Commissioners.

Philip Hollobone: How many immigrants from the new EU entrant states have arrived in Scotland since the accession of those countries, and how many work permits does the Secretary of State expect to issue to immigrants from Bulgaria and Romania?

Reply from David Cairns: I do not have those figures here, but I am happy to write to the hon. Gentleman with them. Scotland and the Scottish economy have benefited from the inward migration of people from the accession states. Scotland has near record low levels of unemployment and near record high levels of economic activity. That situation never occurred during the 18 years when the hon. Gentleman’s party was responsible for the economy.

Michael Connarty: When my hon. Friend does meet the Commissioners to discuss immigration, will he emphasise the tremendous benefits that we have gained from the immigrants who have come to work in Scotland from the EU accession states? Will he also raise with them the need for a speedy implementation of the temporary workers directive, because it is clear that, in some parts of Scotland and elsewhere, the people who are coming in are being forced to work under certain conditions because they are in gangs? They are not getting proper holiday pay, sickness pay or pension benefits. The only way to ensure that such people are not exploited is to have the same rules for everyone, so that every temporary worker and everyone coming in from elsewhere in the EU works under the same conditions as UK employees.

Reply from David Cairns: My hon. Friend is right to point out the economic contribution that individuals from theA8 countries are making in Scotland. They are entitled to the same employment protection as everyone else, including rights to the minimum wage. It is important that those workers receive the minimum wage and are not used to undercut wage rates throughout Scotland. He mentioned the issue of gangs, and he is sitting beside our hon. Friend the Member for Paisley and Renfrewshire, North (Jim Sheridan) who, through his gangmaster legislation, has done more than anyone else to highlight the issue, for which I pay tribute to him. It is absolutely right that people coming into this country are treated fairly and on a level playing field with everyone else.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070123/debtext/70123-0001.htm#07012338000020 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Austin Mitchell [114862]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) what representations he has received on the use of dawn raids on asylum seekers;

(2) [114863] what consultations he has had with legal advisers on the effect of dawn raids on asylum seekers on the right to family life; and what advice he has received on this subject;

(3) [114864] what notice is given (a) before and (b) after dawn raids on asylum seekers to schools attended by the children of those asylum seekers arrested in the raids;

(4) [114954] for what reasons dawn raids on asylum seeker families before 8:00 a.m. are used; and what notification is given to (a) the local police, (b) legal advisers and (c) hon. Members of the asylum seekers of those raids.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The Immigration and Nationality Directorate (IND) do not conduct 'raids' against asylum seekers. Officers undertake operational visits to detain and remove persons who no longer have the right to remain in the UK and do so in line with operational policy and guidance.

In terms of representations the following were consulted during the course of the review of IND's family removals processes, which included the consideration of the timing of detention visits:

Children's Commissioners for England, Wales, Scotland and N Ireland

Social Services

Scottish Executive

Glasgow City Council

Independent Monitoring Board, Yarl's Wood Detention Centre

ACPO and ACPOS

Medical Foundation

Save the Children

Refugee Council

Scottish Refugee Council

ILPA (Independent Law Practitioners Association)

BID (Bail for Immigration Detainees)

Scottish Refugee Policy Forum

The Law Society for Scotland.

In addition, Adjournment debates on family removals were held on 10 and 19 January 2006, raised by the hon. Members for Sunderland South and Falkirk respectively.

Legal advice on immigration enforcement visits with regard to the right to family life was sought when the Human Rights Act came into effect in October 2000. Legal advice was also provided on the instructions to IND officers, contained in the operational enforcement manual (OEM), with regard to conducting early morning visits. The advice provided was that actions of officers had to be proportionate to the legitimate aim of maintaining an effective immigration control as set out in the Immigration Act 1971, and that each case had to be assessed on its individual merits. IND is aware of the possible traumatising effect of early morning visits when they seek to remove the families of failed asylum seekers. Every effort is made to conduct an immigration enforcement visit with the least disruption to the children and at the best time of day to pick up a family as an entire unit, e.g. before any children depart for school or parents depart for work.
Answer continued on following page:


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Answer continued from previous page:
Information on notifying schools of family detention visits is contained in the chapter 58 of the OEM, and the family removal policy notice (EPU 2/06), both of which are available on the IND website. Chapter 46 of the OEM contains information on early morning visits and about notifying the police of all enforcement operations. Where a person has legal representatives, they are sent copies of all enforcement decision notices which inform the person of their liability to removal. Information on notifying a person of removal directions and the opportunity to seek legal advice is contained in chapter 44 of the OEM.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070122/text/70122w0018.htm#07012239000012
Margaret Moran [116709]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department which of the recommendations of the Directorate of the Immigration and Nationality Complaints Audit Committee he plans to implement; and what timetable he has set to do so.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The Complaints Audit Committee (CAC) published their annual report on 14 December 2006. At the same time the Immigration and Nationality Directorate (IND) published a detailed formal response to their report explaining what action we intend to take on each of the CAC's recommendations.

IND has accepted 52 of the 55 recommendations. At the time of the response 19 of these actions had already been completed.

A complaints handling programme has been established to overhauling IND's complaints processes in line with Cabinet Office guidance and the CAC's recommendations. The necessary changes will happen over the next 12-15 months.

Full details and timescales can be found in IND's formal response, available in the Library. It can also be found at: www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/reports/cac 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070122/text/70122w0020.htm#07012239000026 

Ian Austin [113883]: To ask the Secretary of State for Transport (1) what documents his Department and its agencies translate for people in the UK who do not speak English; into which languages such documents are translated; and what the cost was of producing such translations in each of the last five years, broken down by language of translation;

(2) [113886] for what services provided by his Department and its related agencies translation services are provided.

Reply from Gillian Merron: The Department has a framework contract to supply translations to support the services it provides and these are commissioned by individual business units within the Department as required. Information on the services and costs for which translations are made is not held centrally, and could be provided only at disproportionate cost. 

For list of documents published in translation by the Department for Transport see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070123/text/70123w0013.htm#07012380000037 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Nick Clegg [116214]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what plans he has to improve the Immigration and Nationality Directorate website. 

Reply from John Reid: As part of Home Office reform and the Transformational Government agenda, the Immigration and Nationality Directorate (IND) is currently reviewing all of the information it delivers online to improve its overall web presence, and deliver key customer information and transactions through the most appropriate online vehicles. This will make key information much easier for people to find and use.

With a target date of summer 2007, the IND website will be redeveloped to improve the user experience on the site. The structure and navigation of the site will be redesigned in consultation with actual and potential users and key information will be re-written in a style appropriate for the target audience, using plain English. The site will also reflect IND’s new status from April 2007 as a shadow executive agency of the Home Office.

In the longer term, IND is working with the core Home Office to ensure adherence to the Transformational Government Strategy. This means all of its key information and transactions will be delivered through existing super sites, such as Directgov (for the general public) and Business Link (for businesses), as well as the Home Office corporate website and any other appropriate websites/portals, as specified by any future developments in Transformational Government.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070122/text/70122w0020.htm#07012239000027 

Nicholas Soames [100759]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many highly skilled migrant visas have been issued in each of the last five years; to people of which nationalities they have been issued; and in which categories they have been issued.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The following table provides detail of the numbers of approvals, by country of origin of the application, issued under the Highly Skilled Migrant Programme (HSMP) for each calendar year since the programme was launched on 28 January 2002, including applications approved in the year to September 2006. These approvals allow individuals to apply for leave to enter or leave to remain in the United Kingdom as highly skilled migrants.

These data are derived from local management information and are therefore provisional and subject to change.

HSMP is designed to allow highly skilled individuals with exceptional skills and experience to seek to enter or stay to work in the UK, without having a prior offer of employment, or to take up self-employment opportunities here. We are therefore unable to record which category of work they enter. The table gives numbers for each year by the country of origin on the application and does not, therefore, necessarily reflect the nationality of the applicant. Applications from European countries appear where non EU nationals are resident in those countries.
For tables see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070123/text/70123w0017.htm#07012380000049



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
John Randall [110841]: To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills whether his Department has plans to modify the Unaccompanied Asylum Seeker Children Leaving Care Costs Grant Determination for local authorities who have above average numbers of unaccompanied asylum seeker children in care.

Reply from Jim Knight: From its inception in 2004-05 the former Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children Care Leavers Grant has been focused on supporting those authorities which support the largest numbers of such young people. Recently, local authorities were advised by means of my Department’s regular bulletin that the qualifying threshold (25 full-time equivalent young people) and the weekly rate (£100) that applied during the 2005-06 grant year will be continued in 2006-07. The effect of this will be to ensure that local authorities with above average numbers are able to access the grant on the same terms as last year.

John Randall: To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills what consultation took place with local authorities in advance of the issue of his Department’s circular 2005-15 on 17 October 2005 and circular 2006-1 on 11 January 2006 on the reform of Unaccompanied Asylum Seeker Children Leaving Care Costs Grant. [110843]

Reply from Jim Knight: Following the issue of Local Authority Circular (2004)6 in February 2004, representations were received both from individual local authorities and local government representative bodies. In response to these, it was decided to give further consideration to the terms of the 2004-05 former Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children Care Leavers Contingency Grant, including through the carrying out of a survey of local authorities. As a result, the terms of the 2004-05 Contingency Grant were altered, with the changes being confirmed in Local Authority Circular (2005)15. In addition, representations were also made by local authorities and their representative bodies about the basis on which a 2005-06 Grant might be made. These informed the determination of that Grant, which was notified to local authorities through Local Authority Circular (2006)1.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070123/text/70123w0007.htm#07012362000056 

 Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL232]: What is the average cost of detaining a person under immigration laws in (a) an immigration removal centre, and (b) prison. 

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: The average cost of detaining a person for one night in 2005-06 was:

(a) immigration removal centre, £104; and

(b) prison, £78.

The cost provided for prison detention does not distinguish between those held under immigration laws and those held on criminal matters, as this is not discernible. Both figures reflect direct costs as per 2005-06 financial accounts.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70123w0003.htm#07012364000026 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Roberts of Llandudno asked Her Majesty's Government [HL948]: How many children were detainees in immigration removal centres in each year since these centres were established. 

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: The exact information requested is not available; it would be available only by examination of individual case files, at disproportionate cost.

Quarterly snapshots are published showing the number of people detained under Immigration Act powers on the last Saturday of each quarter. Information is available on the number of persons recorded as being under 18 detained on the last Saturday of each quarter since December 2003. All the figures exclude persons detained in short-term holding facilities, police cells and Prison Service establishments. All figures have been rounded to the nearest five.

Minors are detained only in two limited circumstances: first, as part of a family group whose detention is considered appropriate; secondly, when unaccompanied, while alternative care arrangements are made and normally just overnight. While the detention of families with children is very regrettable, it nevertheless remains necessary in appropriate cases in order to maintain an effective immigration control and to tackle abuses of the asylum system. Information on the number of minors detained is published in the Quarterly Asylum Bulletin, on the Home Office Research Development and Statistics Directorate website at www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70123w0003.htm#07012364000025 
Lord Roberts of Llandudno asked Her Majesty's Government. [HL1288]: What additional safeguards they have in place for those who have failed in their immigration applications and who are to be deported to countries where such differences as religious, cultural or sexual orientation are severely punished

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: Applications are considered on an individual basis taking account of relevant country information and an applicant's personal circumstances, including where relevant their sexual orientation or their religious or cultural background. We will not remove someone where this is contrary to our obligations under the refugee convention or the European Convention on Human Rights, which includes a prohibition on torture or inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. If an application for asylum is refused, the individual is entitled to appeal to the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal. This provides an additional safeguard and appropriate judicial oversight of the asylum process.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70123w0003.htm#07012364000027 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Austin Mitchell [114865]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) on how many occasions over the last two years his officers were carrying out dawn raids on asylum seekers accompanied by the police; for what reasons in each case; how many police were involved in each case; and who paid police overtime in those cases;

(2) [115606]how many (a) officials in his Department and (b) police officers were involved in the operation of dawn raids on asylum seekers and illegal immigrants in (i) 1998, (ii) 1999, (iii) 2005 and (iv) 2006; and at which local Immigration and Nationality Directorate offices these raids were organised;

(3) [115607]what representations he has received from (a) the Police Federation and (b) the Association of Chief Police Officers on the use of police in dawn raids on asylum seekers;

(4) [115809]under whose command police officers in dawn raids on asylum seekers are acting; and what their role is during such raids.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The Immigration and Nationality Directorate (IND) do not conduct ‘raids’ against asylum seekers. Officers undertake operational visits to detain and remove persons who no longer have the right to remain in the UK and do so in line with operational policy and guidance IND is unable to supply the level of detailed information requested as to do so would have significant resource implications and is available only at disproportionate cost. Information about each immigration enforcement operation involving police officers has been kept since 2005 and therefore data on operations supported by the police in 1998 and 1999 are not available. In 2005 and 2006 there were 8,865 and 13,953 police supported operations respectively, some of which will have been undertaken early in the morning for operational reasons. I can confirm that all Police Operational Support Unit (POSU) costs, which include overtime for all operations, are paid by IND.

In 2001 the Home Office asked the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) for the support of the police service to assist with the arrest of immigration offenders (including unsuccessful asylum seekers). ACPO on behalf of the police service agreed to this request. There have been no known representations received from the police federation on the use of the police service to assist with enforcement operations. Police officers act at the request of IND with whom operational tasking generally rests. The police role is to enter, secure, search premises, detain suspects and maintain a safe environment.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070124/text/70124w0013.htm#070124100000006



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Austin Mitchell [115608]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) whether officials able to use the language of the asylum seekers concerned are required to be present when dawn raids on failed asylum seekers are undertaken;

(2) [115609] whether officials qualified in child care are required to be present when dawn raids are undertaken on asylum seekers where children are likely to be present;

(3) [115610] whether dawn raids to detain failed asylum seekers are authorised at ministerial level; 

(4) [115611] whether neighbours of asylum seekers detained in dawn raids are offered any explanation of the action being taken; and whether they are given an opportunity to express their views on such raids;

(5) [115612] what opportunities asylum seekers detained during dawn raids are offered to consult (a) their legal advisers and (b) their Member of Parliament (i) at the point of detention, (ii) in transit and (iii) at a detention centre.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The immigration and nationality directorate (IND) do not conduct ‘raids’ against asylum seekers. Officers undertake operational visits to detain and remove persons who no longer have the right to remain in the UK and do so in line with operational policy and guidance.

Immigration officers are instructed, in chapter 58of the Operational Enforcement Manual (OEM), available on the IND website, to book an interpreter if required when planning a family detention visit.

The IND Family Removals Policy notice (EPU 2/06), available on the IND website, requires that there must be a minimum of one officer trained in emergency life saving when it is expected that children will be present during any operation to detain a family. IND’s policy and practice is to deploy immigration officers who have been trained in working with families and children. Such officers are based in every officewhich plans and carries out family detention visits.To strengthen these arrangements, IND has been conducting a review of family removal procedures, the report of which is to be published shortly. One of the aims of that review has been to identify how the welfare of the children can be properly taken into account.

Chapter 46 of the OEM sets out the levels of authority of enforcement visits.

If neighbours have any questions or concerns about an enforcement visit at the time it is taking place, this will be dealt with by the officer in charge (OIC) so long as it is safe to do so and does not unduly delay proceedings.

In chapter 58 of the OEM, immigration officers are instructed to inform families that they can contact a legal representative once they are at the detention centre. As set out in the Removal Centre Standard Operating Procedures (SOP), detainees are able to make a phone call immediately on arrival at the removal centre free of charge. Thereafter they must have access to phones for at least 14 hours a day, including during normal active periods. It is a matter for detainees as to whether they wish to consult a legal adviser or their Member of Parliament. Detainees must be advised of their right to legal representation, and how they can obtain such representation, within24 hours of their arrival at the centre.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070124/text/70124w0014.htm 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1022]: How many failed asylum applicants with dependent children were receiving income and other benefits at the most recent date for which figures are available; what was the estimated annual cost of providing these benefits; how many have agreed to return voluntarily; and whether all such cases received support via the National Asylum Support Service.

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: Internal management information shows that in October 2006 there were approximately 7,730 failed asylum applicants with dependent children receiving support from the Home Office Immigration and Nationality Directorate (IND).

The estimated annual cost of IND support for these families is around £150 million.

In 2006, 570 families of asylum seekers or failed asylum seekers applied for assisted voluntary returns. Our records do not show whether all of these families were receiving support from IND.

No figures are available centrally on the number of cases supported by local authorities on the basis of Section 21 of the National Assistance Act 1948. (All numbers of asylum seekers have been rounded to the nearest five.)

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70126w0001.htm#070126100000006 
John Randall (110839): To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills, what plans his Department has to help local authorities with large numbers of unaccompanied asylum seeker children in care recruit extra fostering capacity.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70122w01.htm 
John Randall (110840): To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills, whether his Department has made an assessment of the effects of the presence of points of entry in a local authority on the numbers of unaccompanied asylum seeker children that authority has the responsibility to care for.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70122w01.htm 
John Randall (110842): To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills, what assessment his Department has made of the effectiveness of the Unaccompanied Asylum Seeker Children Leaving Care Costs Grant Determination for local authorities with large numbers of asylum seeker care leavers following the issue of DFES circular 2005-15 and circular 2006-1.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70122w01.htm 

Diane Abbott (110945): To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills, whether his Department has carried out a race impact exercise to assess the effect on minority ethnic groups of restricting access to English for Speakers of Other Languages courses.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70123w01.htm 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Kerry McCarthy (110956): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the implications are of the findings of the Immigration and Nationality Directorate pilot schemes at Dover port and Croydon piloting the use of social work intake teams in the asylum process for the resolution of disputes about the age of children seeking asylum.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70123w01.htm 

Brian Binley (111677): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the longest time is which a failed asylum seeker has spent in a detention centre before either deportation or release.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70125w01.htm 

Brian Binley (111678): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many failed asylum seekers have been held in detention centres without deportation or release for (a) more than one year, (b) more than two years and (c) more than three years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70125w01.htm
Austin Mitchell (111894): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what factors are taken into account when deciding to use dawn raids to detain failed asylum seekers with families; whether he authorises dawn raids; and whether he is notified in advance that such dawn raids are to be made and on whom.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70125w01.htm
Press Releases 
New powers boost immigration controls   

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/powers-boost-controls 

New powers boost immigration officers power to protect UK borders

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/ukbordersbill 
News
Asylum system ‘doomed without support’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/other/display.var.1136560.0.0.php
Migrant workers opt for Angus   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/01/22/newsstory9203761t0.asp
Tabloids defend asylum coverage 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6288539.stm 




	Immigration and Asylum

News (continued)
Immigrants are urged to vote in elections   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16475731&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Remember and go to the polls even if you’re Polish   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1142602.0.0.php
Poland's 'new Scots' urged to book place in May poll   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=121562007
18,000 migrant workers set up home in the city in two years   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=119082007
Spotlight on asylum   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1145714.0.0.php
Dawn raids on asylum seekers may be scrapped   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=134662007
Tough new border controls to tackle illegal immigrants   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=137752007
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	Race Relations
Press Release
Johnson says pupils need to learn our history to understand British values in citizenship classes
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2007_0012 

New publication
Diversity and Citizenship: Curriculum Review    

http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/Diversity&Citizenship.pdf


	Race Relations (continued)
News
Muslim PC defended for handshake snub   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=109882007
Muslims complain of "bad guy" movie image   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=132842007
Cameron to woo Muslims on Britishness   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2570976,00.html
No one will be left behind in a Tory Britain   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,2000321,00.html
Cameron blast at crude bullying on 'British values'   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/politics/story/0,,2000512,00.html
Inclusive Cameron sets a welcome benchmark   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/leaders/story/0,,2000366,00.html
The wrong kind of freedom endangers the West   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2568533,00.html
'Too much' to ask children to talk about Qur'an   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/01/28/nchurch128.xml
TOP



	Race Equality
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
Wendy Alexander (S2W-30510): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is taking to promote the performance of its agencies in obtaining employment monitoring data in line with their duties under the Race Relations Act 1976.

Reply from Tom McCabe: In line with our legal obligations, Diversity Strategy and Departmental Diversity Delivery Plan, the Scottish Executive, as an employer, is committed to improving the diversity of its workforce and the quality of employment monitoring data, including for those agencies included in the Collective Employment Monitoring Scheme of our Race Equality Scheme.

The majority of this information is held on the Executive’s central human resources database and not by the agencies themselves. We undertake regular staff re-surveys and monitoring exercises to ensure the accuracy and completeness of data held. For information that is not held centrally, we encourage individual agencies to take similar steps and have issued advice and guidance to ensure that all relevant information is collected.

Information on the Executive’s Collective Employment Monitoring Scheme is published on its website.

The collection of monitoring data for those agencies not included in the Executive’s Race Equality Scheme is a matter for each individual agency. This includes the Scottish Prison Service, the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service, the Scottish Court Service, Registers of Scotland and Communities Scotland (prior to 2004)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0112.htm 

News
Diversity boost for brigade   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=131742007
TOP



	Racism
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Donald Gorrie (S2W-30670): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is taking, in addition to work in relation to football and parades, to tackle latent sectarianism in some parts of Scotland.

Reply from Cathy Jamieson: Real progress has been made in tackling sectarianism in Scotland and I am proud of what has been achieved. The reconvened Summit on Sectarianism, held on 12 December 2006, allowed the Executive and key stakeholders to reaffirm their commitment to working in partnership to eradicate sectarianism once and for all and we will continue to work together to drive this agenda forward.

There is a great deal of activity taking place in addition to the positive work which is being taken forward in relation to football and parades. For example, we have:

· Made the anti-sectarian education resource Don’t Give It, Don’t Take It available to all schools in Scotland;

· Published the Building Friendships and Strengthening Communities guide to twinning denominational and non-denominational schools;

· Been working closely with the Scottish Council of Voluntary Organisations to support and share knowledge and experience among anti-sectarianism groups working in the voluntary sector;

· Supported research to quantify the problem of sectarianism in the workplace, and

· Been working with the independent Task Group on Tackling Sectarianism in Scotland to develop new ideas and initiatives such as the development of a rehabilitation programme to tackle the anti-social attitudes of those involved in sectarian activities.

An update on progress made on the Action Plan on Tackling Sectarianism in Scotland is available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/12/11133338/0
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0112.htm 

Stewart Stevenson (S2W-31223): To ask the Scottish Executive how many racially motivated assaults (a) were reported and (b) resulted in a case being brought before the courts in each year since 1999, broken down by sheriff court.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-01-22e.htm
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Henry Bellingham (111746):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many members of HM Prison Service were been disciplined for racist behaviour in each of the last five years, broken down by grade of staff member; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70125w01.htm
Henry Bellingham (111747): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many members of HM Prison Service staff were dismissed for racist behaviour in each of the last five years, broken down by grade of staff member; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70125w01.htm 


	Racism (continued)

Westminster Early Day Motions
David Laws (698) Holocaust Memorial Day 27th January 2007: That this House notes that Holocaust Memorial Day is on 27th January, which is the day the Nazi death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau was liberated; recognises the significance of this day and the importance to remember and learn from the horrors of the past, especially when there are those who seek to denigrate and deny its significance; notes with extreme concern the Iranian state-sponsored conference questioning the truth of the Holocaust; observes that the lessons of the Holocaust have not been learnt and that racism, extremism and anti-semitism still persist; acknowledges the importance of this year's theme The Dignity of Difference and hopes that it will provide an opportunity for people not only to think about the lives of people marginalised, excluded and persecuted in the Holocaust, but also in subsequent genocides; thanks the City of Newcastle for hosting the national event and the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust for organising this national day; applauds those organisations such as the Holocaust Educational Trust (HET) for their work in educating on the horrors of the past, reaching thousands of students across the country; in particular recognises the huge impact of the HET visits to Auschwitz in shaping young minds today; notes that a Book of Commitment will be placed in the corridor between the Members' Cloakroom and Members' Staircase between the hours of 14.30 and 16.30, from Monday 22nd to Wednesday 24th January 2007; and encourages all right hon. and hon. Members to sign the Book and be involved in a day that helps to ensure that the memory of the Holocaust is kept alive and serves as warning today and in the future.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70123e01.htm 

Keith Vaz (705) Allegations of racist statements on Channel Four Programme shipwrecked and conduct of Andy Duncan: That this House deplores comments made on the Channel Four programme Shipwrecked praising slavery; regrets that Channel Four did not make it clear to contestants, at the time that the programme was recorded, that such racist language is unacceptable; severely condemns Channel Four for broadcasting such remarks so soon after international concerns regarding racist comments broadcast on their Celebrity Big Brother programme; notes the Channel Four statement following their Board meeting; calls on the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport to write to the regulator to request an immediate inquiry rather than the so-called review which would be a way of delaying the apportionment of culpability; demands Channel Four release full transcripts recorded in the Big Brother house including briefings made in the Diary Room; believes that this highlights further gross incompetence on behalf of Channel Four management; and suggests that if found culpable in any way for recent broadcasts of racism that Channel Four Chief Executive Andy Duncan should resign immediately.

As an Amendment to Keith Vaz's proposed Motion (Allegations of Racist Statements on Channel Four Programme Shipwrecked and Conduct of Andy Duncan):

Evan Harris: Line 2, leave out from `slavery' to end and add `but recognises that what is important is that the acceptability of such ignorant remarks is successfully confronted and challenged in the output, thereby achieving the useful purpose of educating and engaging the viewers without resorting to crude censorship of political and other views; and believes that politicians should not rush to judgement, nor usurp the role of the regulator, nor interfere, directly or by threat, in the editorial decisions of broadcasters.'.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70123e01.htm 



	Racism (continued)

Press Releases 
One Scotland Many Cultures   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/01/26113250
The EOC is deeply concerned by the racist bullying on Big Brother

http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=19907 

News
Academics in state over Will Hutton 'race-row'

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,171-2560912,00.html
Non-whites 'more likely to be questioned at airports'

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1995618,00.html 

Teenagers fined over racial abuse   http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16464927&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Don't revel in racism   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=don%2Dt-revel-in-racism-%26method=full%26objectid=18511518%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
City players win support in race abuse case   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=112812007
Standard Life chief apologises for racist remark to staff    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1145356.0.0.php
Standard Life chief sorry for race blunder   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=131122007
Insurance chief’s apology to staff for ‘serious mistake’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1149071.0.0.php
Standard Life boss says 'I'm so sorry' over racist remark   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=135422007
TV "villain" admits making racist comments

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=108572007 




	Racism
News  (continued)
Crocodile tears won’t wash her guilt away  

http://www.newsoftheworld.co.uk/jade4_phillips.shtml
Another Channel 4 reality TV show ... another storm over a racist contestant   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=115752007
University chiefs to reconsider place for TV race row student   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=125532007
Complaints rise in new racism row    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/6293847.stm 

Parents lash tv girl over racist talk   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=parents-lash-tv-girl-over-racist-talk%26method=full%26objectid=18521326%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Learn lessons from Holocaust - PM   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6305659.stm
UN condemns holocaust denial   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=141242007
Posters tackle racism   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=138512007
Race hate bullies deserve disdain   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/comment.cfm?id=137532007
A quarter of young Scots ‘have been victims of racial abuse’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/other/display.var.1152204.0.0.php
Gang convicted over racist murder of taxi driver   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=139932007
'Racist' politician expelled by party    

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=145362007
Top Socialist sacked for saying French team is 'too black'    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/world/story/0,,2000345,00.html
TOP



	Other Westminster
Parliamentary Questions
John Robertson [116340]: What discussions he has had with the First Minister on the measures required to ensure maximum voter participation in the Scottish Parliamentary and local council elections in May 2007; and if he will make a statement. 

Reply from David Cairns: The Government and the Scottish Executive are working closely together to ensure maximum participation in the combined elections on 3 May.

John Robertson: As my hon. Friend knows, leaders of all the major political parties have urged a high turnout in the May elections. Will he redouble his efforts and, in particular, seek the help of the media to explain to their readers and viewers why it is so important that they turn out on 3 May to ensure that they get the Government they deserve?

Reply from David Cairns: My hon. Friend raises an important matter. The upcoming elections are vital for Scotland’s future, and I hope that in the run-up to the elections the key issues at stake will be given a good airing in the media. At stake are two different visions of Scotland. One is of a confident Scotland playing a full role in the United Kingdom, continuing to invest in schools and in skills, and continuing to address the big challenges that face our country in the 21st century. The other vision of Scotland’s future is one mired in years of constitutional wrangling, with uncertainty about what our currency will be and who will set the monetary framework, with Scotland isolated from our key allies, out of the European Union and completely irrelevant. It is a big election and there are big issues at stake.
For continuation of lengthy question and answer session about the Scottish elections see:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070123/debtext/70123-0001.htm#07012338000017 

Ministerial Statement
Douglas Alexander (Secretary of State for Scotland): This statement sets out the Government's final response to the recommendations of the Commission on Boundary Differences and Voting Systems under the chairmanship of Sir John Arbuthnott. Their report —“Putting Citizens First: Boundaries, Voting and Representation in Scotland”— was presented on 19 January 2006 to my predecessor as Secretary of State for Scotland, my right hon. Friend the Member for Edinburgh South West, and the First Minister. The Scottish Executive is today issuing separately its response to the recommendations which relate to its responsibilities.

The Commission was set up in the middle of 2004 following the decisions taken by Parliament regarding the reduction in the numbers of Scottish MPs and subsequently the retention of the original size of the Scottish Parliament. Its establishment took into account also the decision by the Scottish Parliament to introduce the Single Transferable Vote (STV) for the next Scottish local government elections in May 2007.
Statement continued on next page:



	Other Westminster

Ministerial Statement (continued)
Statement continued from previous page:
Its remit was to examine the consequences of having four different voting systems in local and Parliamentary elections in Scotland and different boundaries between the Westminster and Scottish Parliament constituencies. The Commission was asked in particular to make recommendations on whether any action needed to be taken in respect of arrangements between elected representatives;

electoral boundaries;

relationships with other public bodies and authorities; and

the method of voting in Scottish Parliament elections.

Its wide-ranging report is a thorough piece of work and shows careful attention to the issues and raises a number of important concerns, which have been debated in this House on a number of occasions since publication.

We are now in a position to respond to the recommendations made in the report. Not all of these were for the Government to consider—some being for the Scottish Executive, the Scottish Parliament or the Electoral Commission.

I note that the Commission confirmed that having different boundaries between the constituencies of this House and those of the Scottish Parliament is not a matter which requires further action and should not drive change at this time to the electoral system for the Scottish Parliament.

The Commission recommended that there should be greater alignment between the Scottish Parliament constituencies and local authority areas in Scotland. Any action which might need to be taken by the Government will depend on the outcome of work being taken forward by the Executive. Consideration of possible new structures for the regions for Scottish Parliament elections and the future review of constituency boundaries would also follow from this.

The Government are pleased that the Commission's conclusions generally support the operation of the Additional Member System (AMS) for electing members to the Scottish Parliament, which will remain the system to be used in the next elections in May 2007.

The Scotland Office consulted in June 2006 on the Commission's recommendation that the ballot papers for Scottish Parliament elections should be redesigned in order to improve voter understanding of AMS. I announced on 22 November 2006 that the two separate ballot papers used in previous Scottish Parliament elections would be replaced for the elections in May 2007 by a single paper—with the left side listing the parties standing for election as regional MSPs and the right side the candidates standing as constituency MSPs.

We do not propose to replace the present method of electing regional members with open lists, believing that this would over-complicate the voting system.

We note the Commission’s recommendation strongly in favour of allowing a candidate both to stand in a constituency and be on a regional list, and following this have no plans to introduce any change in this area for elections to the Scottish Parliament.

The coupling of the Scottish local government elections with those for the Scottish Parliament is a matter for Scottish Ministers and that Parliament. 

Statement continued on next page:



	Other Westminster

Ministerial Statement (continued)
Statement continued from previous page:
Introducing the single transferable vote for European Parliamentary elections for Scotland would not be novel, since this is the system already used in Northern Ireland. However, we do not at this time believe that there is a strong enough case for changing the voting system in Scotland for elections to the European Parliament. There would need to be strong reasons to diverge from the system used in the rest of Great Britain. None is immediately apparent.

The recommendation on electronic counting and electronic voting is in line with the modernising process of the electoral system which the Government is pursuing. E-counting is already being planned for the Holyrood and Scottish local government elections in May 2007.

The recommendations on the conduct and functions of constituency and regional MSPs are matters for the Scottish Parliament to consider.

The recommendation that young people leaving school should have a good understanding of voting and parliamentary democracy is a matter for the Scottish Executive.

We support the intention behind the recommendations regarding providing further public information on voting arrangements before each election and on the elected representatives after them. However, these are matters for the Electoral Commission to take forward in the first instance. Its public awareness campaign for the 2007 elections will provide information on these elections and the voting systems which will be used.

The text of each of the 24 recommendations made by the Arbuthnott Commission, with the Government's responses to these, is available on the Scotland Office website.

In conclusion, I must thank the Commission on Boundary Differences and Voting Systems for its work and report.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070123/wmstext/70123m0001.htm#07012337000013 
TOP



	Other News
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)
Over five thousand Scottish charities will lose their charitable status unless they contact OSCR by 15th March. The Regulator has announced the move as part of its ongoing work to establish an accurate Scottish Charity Register. OSCR’s Chief Executive, Jane Ryder, explained that the removal was the ‘last chance’ for charities that had not yet contacted OSCR, to do so. ‘We are required to publish and maintain an accurate Register and have achieved a huge amount in this regard,’ she added. ‘We have explored every avenue in trying to reach these remaining charities and the time has now come to remove those we believe to be inactive’. For more information and a list of the charities to be removed see:

http://www.oscr.org.uk/NewsItem.aspx?ID=1df7eb4b-7313-4ecf-ac0a-d26af9a04357 

This law would discriminate against our religion ... Westminster, be warned’    

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1152872.0.this_law_would_discriminate_against_our_religion_westminster_be_warned.php
Gay adoption: the deal Holyrood cannot honour   
http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1152869.0.gay_adoption_the_deal_holyrood_cannot_honour.php
Crisis of faith   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1152873.0.crisis_of_faith.php
Don't be fooled: the Catholic Church is not bluffing over gay adoption    

http://comment.independent.co.uk/columnists_a_l/dominic_lawson/article2186491.ece
Church: we'll make gay rights martyrs   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=145842007
Muslim urged to shun 'unholy' vaccines   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2570067,00.html
Muslims urged to refuse 'un-Islamic' vaccinations    

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/health_medical/article2193012.ece
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
**Adult Support and Protection Bill (Health Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/index.htm 

Stage 3
SPICe briefing: Parliamentary consideration prior to Stage 3

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-07/SB07-07.pdf 

Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (Justice 2 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/index.htm 

Stage 2  

Commissioner for Older People Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/index.htm 

Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill (Justice 1 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/index.htm 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/b55s2-aspassed.pdf 

Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill (Education Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/index.htm 

Stage 1 debate

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor0117-02.htm#Col31091
** Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill (Communities Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/index.htm 

Stage 1 debate
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor0124-02.htm#Col31327 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
**UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/2007053.pdf 

First Reading

TOP


	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
**closes this week!

Regeneration formal investigation (31 January 2007)

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration/callforevidence.html 

and

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration.html 

**closes this week!
Establishing a Migration Advisory Committee (31 January 2007)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/macconsultation.pdf 
Fair, effective, transparent and trusted – Rebuilding confidence in our immigration system: An independent and transparent assessment of immigration (16 February 2007)
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/faireffecttivetransparentin2.pdf 
Mainstreaming Equalities (30 March 2007) 

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=5a457b90-198d-4c05-b305-00ba28d96e63
application form to attend Mainstreaming Equalities focus group in Glasgow, Aberdeen or Dumfries

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=6abb287a-4bb3-461a-912f-1eb8a65947da 
Moving on Up? Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work (no closing date given)
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_women_%20Scottish_interim_report.pdf
Transformation of Work: Delivering the workplace of tomorrow for the workforce of tomorrow (no closing date given)

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/Transformation_of_work.pdf 

and

http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=18834 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (online survey) (no closing date given)
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=867383155976 
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
Meetings with the Minister for Communities

5 February 2007 in Dundee (1.30 – 3.30)
As part of the Scottish Executive commitment to the Race Equality agenda in Scotland and engagement with grassroot communities, the Minister of Communities will be conducting, in partnership with the Black and Ethnic Minorities Infrastructure in Scotland (BEMIS), a series of consultations with Ethnic Minority Communities across Scotland. The aim is to consult directly with the local community groups and projects, ensuring their voices are heard, addressing issues of concern and needs. For information contact BEMIS adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk /  0141 548 80 47 

Promoting Good Race Relations and International Education: Lighting the equality torch for young people in Scotland
6 February 2007 in Glasgow
West of Scotland Racial Equality Council training and development day to develop work on race equality and global citizenship in schools. The seminar is aimed at teachers and education practitioners working with all age groups, including special needs and race equality officers and trainers from the public and voluntary sectors.  For information contact Shahana Noor  snoor@wsrec.co.uk / tel.0141 337 6626.

What more can politicians and the Scottish Parliament do to tackle racial inequalities in Scotland?

7 February 2007 in Edinburgh (6.15 - 9.00)
In the run up to the Scottish Parliament 2007 elections, the CRE is giving you a chance to put questions to a panel of politicians representing each of our main political parties in order to find out what they are going to do to bring about race equality. For information contact Uschi Stickroth ustickroth@cre.gov.uk 
Managing Change – Making Equalities Work

21 February 2007  in Edinburgh (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to discuss how to create congruence between an organisation's identity, values and beliefs about equalities and its practices, personnel's behaviour and cultural and physical environment. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
Equalities Legislation and the Implications for Individuals and Organisations

14 March 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to examine the equality legislation that underpins equality, diversity and inclusion work and consider the impact on individuals and within organisations. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Developing Effective Positive Action initiatives

15 March 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to discuss the process of developing, implementing and sustaining effective Positive Action initiatives in organisations to counteract the effects of past discrimination, to help overcome disadvantages and eliminate future discrimination. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 



	Useful Links (continued)
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
TOP
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