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MEMO+ is an occasional series of briefing papers
on topics of interest to minority ethnic communities in Scotland.
MEMO+ is produced by the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
in partnership with BEMIS and is supported by the Scottish Executive.
	Briefing:

Scottish Parliament Election:

The Parties and their Policies



Scottish Parliament and Local Council elections will take place on 3 May 2007, and it is important that as many people as possible vote so that national and local government reflect the views of people in Scotland. Please circulate this issue of MEMO+ among your membership and encourage everyone to vote!

There are 129 MSPs in the Scottish Parliament, of whom 73 represent individual constituencies and the remaining 56 represent eight regions formed from groups of constituencies. For information about how MSPs are elected see MEMO+ Scottish Parliamentary and Council Elections: How to use your vote.
Each of the political parties has published a manifesto describing what they would do if they won the election and became the new Scottish Executive. Key policies are listed below and you can read the complete manifesto by clicking on the relevant link.
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Political Parties

Figures in brackets show how many MSPs each party had at the end of the last Parliament.
Labour Party     
(46 constituency MSPs and 4 regional MSPs)

Labour Party Website
Candidate list

Manifesto
Scottish National Party     
(8 constituency MSPs and 17 regional MSPs)



Scottish National Party Website 
Candidate list

Manifesto
Conservative Party 
(3 constituency MSPs and 14 regional MSPs)

Conservative Party Website
 Candidate list

Manifesto


 
Liberal Democrat Party     
(13 constituency MSPs and 3 regional MSPs)



Liberal Democrat Party Website
Candidate list

Manifesto
Green Party    
(7 regional MSPs)

Green Party Website
Candidate list

Manifesto
Scottish Socialist Party     
(4 regional MSPs)



Scottish Socialist Party Website
Candidate list

Manifesto
Solidarity    
(2 regional MSPs)


Solidarity Website
Candidate list

Manifesto


Scottish Senior Citizens Unity Party (1 regional MSP)



SSCUP Website
Candidate list

Manifesto
Christian People’s Alliance    
(no MSPs)

Christian People’s Alliance Website
Candidate list

Manifesto
United Kingdom Independence Party (no MSPs)



UKIP Website
Candidate list

Manifesto
Christian Party    
(no MSPs)  



Christian Party Website
Candidate list not available

Manifesto not available
NHS First    
(no MSPs)



NHS First Website
Candidate list not available

Manifesto
Scottish Voice     
(no MSPs)



Scottish Voice Website
Candidate list

Manifesto
British National Party     
(no MSPs) 

British National Party Website

Candidate list



Manifesto
There are also Independent Candidates who are not affiliated to any political party.  At the end of the last Parliament there were 5 independent MSPs (2 constituency and 3 regional). 

Note: The Presiding Officer has not been included in the above tally of MSPs because he sets aside his allegiance to a political party to demonstrate that he is acting impartially.
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What do the parties say about taxation?

Labour Party

· No Council Tax increase above the rate of inflation for the next four years.
Conservative Party

· Oppose local income tax.

· Halve Council Tax for all pensioner households with occupants over 65.
Green Party

· Integrate tax and benefit systems and establish a 50% tax rate for incomes over £100,000. 

· Calculate Inheritance Tax on the circumstances of the recipient.

· Replace Council Tax and Uniform Business Rates with a Land Value Tax.
Liberal Democrat Party

· Replace Council Tax with a Local Income Tax.

· Reduce business rates to below the levels in the rest of the UK.
Scottish National Party

· Replace Council Tax with a Local Income Tax at 3p in the pound on earned income.

· Reduce business rates.
Scottish Socialist Party

· Replace Council Tax with a Local Income Tax.

Solidarity

· Replace Council Tax with a Service Tax based on income.

· Abolish water rates.
Christian People’s Alliance

· Replace Council Tax with a Local Income Tax.

· Campaign for the introduction of a transferable married couples’ allowance.
Scottish Senior Citizens Unity Party

· Replace Council Tax with a Local Income Tax on earned income.

· Abolish water rates for all pensioner households.

United Kingdom Independence Party

· Replace Income Tax with a flat-rate 33% tax rate with a threshold of £9000 per year.

· Reduce Council Tax.

· Abolish Inheritance Tax.
TOP 

What do the parties say about employment?
Conservative Party

· Establish a Scottish Skills Agency with an annual budget of £170m to control Modern Apprenticeships, Get Ready for Work and Skill-Seekers programmes.

Green Party

· Introduce grants to enable employees in small business to undertake further study.

Liberal Democrat Party

· Support a network of Remote Worker Centres to reverse the decline in the rural population.

Scottish National Party

· Work with national agencies, training agencies, the voluntary sector and local community enterprises to promote activities which help to make people more employable.
Labour Party

· Increase the number of Modern Apprenticeships to 50 000 a year by 2011.

· Establish 100 Skills Academies. 
Solidarity

· Require local authorities to set up properly paid and accredited apprenticeship schemes.
Christian People’s Alliance

· Introduce a minimum wage of at least £8 per hour.
Scottish Socialist Party

· Introduce a national minimum wage of £8 an hour for all public sector workers.
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What do the parties say about business?
Green Party

· Ensure at least 10% of public spending is channelled through social enterprises by 2012.
Liberal Democrat Party

· Stimulate business research and development by setting up an Investment and Innovation Agency
Scottish National Party

· Source at least 20% of public sector contracts by value from small and medium sized businesses.
· Establish a Scottish Investment Fund to support business start ups, research and social enterprises.
Labour Party

· Cut administrative burdens on businesses by a quarter by 2012.
Conservative Party

· Reduce business rates.
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What do the parties say about public services?
Conservative Party

· Commission a review of local government with a remit to pass power back to people.

· Denationalise Scottish Water.

Green Party

· Expand Sure Start.

· Ensure that food procured by the public sector (including all schools and NHS establishments) is at least 70% fresh, 50% local and 30% organic.

· Provide every household with access to kerbside recycling and supply compost bins to every household with a garden.

Liberal Democrat Party

· Mutualise Scottish Water.

Scottish National Party

· Replace public-private partnership funding with a not-for-profit Scottish Futures Trust.
Labour Party

· Keep Scottish Water in public ownership.

Solidarity

· Nationalise the railway.
Scottish Socialist Party

· Introduce free public transport.
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What do the parties say about justice?
Labour Party

· Establish a community police team in every area of Scotland and double the number of community wardens to over 1000.

· Make public the identities of predatory sex offenders whose behaviour is causing concern.

· Retain DNA samples and fingerprints of all crime suspects.

Conservative Party

· Recruit 1500 extra police officers.
· Provide £100m per year to address drug addiction in order to reduce crime.
Green Party

· Increase victim-offender mediation.

· Replace short prison sentences with community sentences.

Liberal Democrat Party

· Recruit 1000 extra community police officers.

· Introduce a 7 year maximum sentence for knife crime.

· Replace prison sentences of up to three months with community sentences.
· Extend the statutory aggravation for racist and religious hate crime to cover homophobic and disability-related hate crime.
Scottish National Party

· Replace prison sentences of up to six months with community-based punishments.
· Expand hate crime legislation to protect disabled people, and the LGBT community. 
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What do the parties say about education?
Liberal Democrat Party

· Recruit 1000 extra teachers.
· Build or refurbish 250 schools.

· Provide free playgroup places for 2 year olds.
· Abolish Graduate Endowment.
Scottish National Party

· Increase the provision of free nursery education for 3 and 4 year olds by 50%.
· Reduce class sizes to a maximum of 18 for the first three years of primary education.

· Expand school-college partnerships to increase access to vocational education.

· Replace student loans with means-tested student grants.

· Abolish Graduate Endowment.

Labour Party

· Introduce an Education Bill within the first 100 days of the Parliament.

· Recruit 500 extra language teachers and assistants to enable all children to learn a foreign language from Primary 3 upwards.

· Make leaving school at 16 or 17 conditional on continuing in further or higher education, vocational training or volunteering.
Conservative Party

· Improve flexibility in the provision of nursery education.

· Introduce an Education Bill to delegate control of the education budget, catchment areas and school infrastructure to Local Authorities; and to give headteachers more control over how individual schools are run.

Green Party

· Reduce primary school class sizes to a maximum of 20.

· Oppose Skills Academies.

· Integrate state-funded religious schools into nondenominational education.

· Reintroduce student grants.

United Kingdom Independence Party

· Reintroduce selective education.
Scottish Socialist Party

· Reintroduce student grants.

· Reduce class sizes to a maximum of 20.

Solidarity

· Reduce class sizes to a maximum of 19.
· Abolish Graduate Endowment.
· Reintroduce student grants.
Christian People’s Alliance

· Promote “just say no” sex education programmes in schools.
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What do the parties say about health?
Scottish National Party

· Set a waiting time target of 18 weeks or less from GP referral to treatment by end 2011.

Labour Party

· Reduce waiting times to a maximum of 18 weeks between GP referral and treatment.

· Increase the number of children receiving free school meals by an extra 100,000.

Conservative Party

· £100m per year to expand rehabilitation facilities for drug addicts.

· Enable patients to choose which hospital to attend and fund hospitals accordingly.

Green Party

· Increase the student nurse bursary to £10,000. 

· Expand and develop the role of Allied Health Professionals to enable them to practise independently.

Liberal Democrat Party

· Recruit 200 extra dentists.

· Recruit 2000 extra nurses.

· Build or refurbish 100 local health centres.
· Limit prescription charges to no more than the cost of one prescription per month.

United Kingdom Independence Party

· Manage health services at a local level
Scottish Socialist Party

· Introduce free school meals for all children.

· Abolish prescription charges.
Solidarity

· Introduce free school meals for all children.

· Abolish prescription charges.
Christian People’s Alliance

· Introduce free school meals for all children.
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What do the parties say about community?

Green Party

· Require 5–10% of land in regeneration areas to be kept in community ownership.
Liberal Democrat Party

· Create a Young Opportunity Fund to support youth projects and provide grants of up to £100 to individual young people from low income backgrounds to help towards equipment and materials to support their interests.

· Provide £102m additional support for grassroot sports.
Scottish National Party

· Provide £250,000 each year to support the expansion of 5 days subsidised outdoor education targeted at children from the most deprived communities.
· Introduce a grant of £2000 for people buying their first house.
What do the parties say about community (continued)
Labour Party

· Set up a Town Centre Turnaround Fund with an initial investment of £50m to enable local communities to refurbish derelict or rundown land and buildings or to turn them into green space.
Conservative Party

· Create local Affordable Homes Trusts through which prospective homeowners could apply for assistance. Initial funding would be £100m per year, one-third from the Scottish Executive and the rest from the private sector.

Scottish Socialist Party

· Build 100,000 new homes for rent.
Solidarity

· Build at least 30,000 local authority homes for rent within the next three years.
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What do the parties say about energy?

Liberal Democrat Party

· 100% renewable electricity with major investment in wave and tidal power.

· Reduce waste and increase recycling rates to 70% by 2020.

· Introduce a one-off £200 local tax rebate for homeowners who install new microgeneration, and additional £100 rebate for those who also invest in energy efficiency measures.
Scottish National Party

· Oppose the construction of new nuclear power stations.

· Set a target of 100% use of alternative fuels by public sector vehicles and 30% for other road users by 2020.
Labour Party

· Set a target of producing at least 50% of electricity from renewable sources by 2020.
Conservative Party

· Invest £12m per year in an Eco-Bonus Scheme to provide grants of up to £4000 to households and small businesses and £100,000 to communities for the installation of energy-saving and energy-creating technology such as hydro-electric, wind turbines, solar water and solar space heating, heat pumps and wood fuel heating.  
Green Party

· Reduce Greenhouse gas emissions by at least 4.5% year-on-year in order to achieve targets of a 30% reduction on 1990 levels by 2010, a 70% reduction by 2030 and a 90% reduction by 2050.

· Establish a £100 million Climate Challenge Fund to support community initiatives to reduce carbon emissions.

· Oppose the introduction of new nuclear power stations and the extension of licenses for existing ones.

Scottish Socialist Party

· Introduce a carbon rationing scheme.
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What other policies do the parties have?

Scottish National Party

· Hold a referendum, probably in 2010, to decide on Scottish Independence.
· Double Scotland’s international aid budget.
· Press the case at Westminster for a Scottish green-card for qualified immigrants who want to come to Scotland for five years or longer.
· Launch a Saltire prize of £5m to promote future innovation and technological endeavour.
Labour Party

· Introduce “sunset clauses” to ensure greater post-legislative scrutiny of laws and the opportunity to introduce amendments to remove unintended consequences.

· Introduce fewer new Bills.

· Introduce powers of arrest for immigration officers working in Scottish points of entry.

· Involve children and young people in planning play and activity areas.

Conservative Party

· Oppose a referendum about Scottish independence.

· Reduce the number of MSPs from 129 to 108.
· Introduce a “sunset clause” of 5 years on all primary legislative regulation after which it will only be renewed if it has proved useful.
· £30m per year to improve and upgrade key roads.
Green Party

· Oppose a nuclear replacement of Trident.
Liberal Democrat Party

· Reduce the voting age to 16.

· Set up a Constitutional Convention to consider ways to devolve new powers to the Scottish Parliament.
· Place a duty on public bodies to ensure genuine public involvement rather than simply consultation.

United Kingdom Independence Party

· Sack all 129 Members of the Scottish Parliament and replace them with MPs sitting in Edinburgh to decide on Scottish issues.
· Hold local referendums on important local issues.
· Leave the European Union.
Scottish Socialist Party

· Hold a referendum to decide on Scottish Independence within one year.

Solidarity

· Hold a referendum to decide on Scottish Independence during the next Parliament.

· Ban airguns and pellet guns.
Christian People’s Alliance

· Oppose the replacement of Trident.

· Oppose the construction of new nuclear power stations.

· Increase pensions to £114 per week.

· Oppose casinos.
Scottish Senior Citizens Unity Party

· Abolish means-testing for all senior citizens.

· Introduce an index linked basic pension of £160 per week for all senior citizens.

· End the sale of pensioners’ homes to pay for their residential care.
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Useful Links

· Scottish Elections 2007: Scottish Parliament (BBC Scotland)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/vote2007/maps/scot_constituencies/html/scot_constituencies_map.stm
List of all candidates standing in the Scottish Parliament election and profiles of constituencies. Results will be posted on the site as soon as they are announced after the polls close at 10pm on 3 May.

· Scottish Elections 2007: Local Councils (BBC Scotland)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/vote2007/local_councils/html/region_161.stm#top 

Information about the Local Council elections. Results will be posted on the site as soon as they are announced after the polls close at 10pm on 3 May.
· ScotlandVotes
http://www.scotlandvotes.com/
Information about the Scottish Parliamentary election, including candidates, constituencies and very brief summaries of party policies. 

· Election 2007 (Herald)
http://election.theherald.co.uk/ 
News reports, opinion polls and candidates for the Scottish Parliament and Local Council elections.

· MEMO+ Scottish Parliamentary and Council Elections: How to use your vote

http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO+/Briefing/07iii_MEMO+_How_to_use_your_vote.doc 

Information about the voting systems being used in the Scottish Parliament and Local Council elections.

· Scottish Parliament

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
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	BEMIS is the umbrella body for ethnic minority organisations in Scotland.  It aims to strengthen the capacity of the ethnic minority voluntary sector; raise the profile and coordinate the voice of this sector; and take a lead on policy issues to ensure that issues of concern are raised with government and other relevant bodies.   http://www.bemis.org.uk/index.html
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities is the representative body of all the Jewish communities in Scotland. It advances public understanding about the Jewish religion, culture and community, and also works in partnership with other organisations to promote good relations and understanding among community groups and to promote equality.  www.j-scot.org.uk 

MEMO+ is supported by the Equality Unit of the Scottish Executive.
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