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European Economic and Social Committee

RESOLUTION of the European Economic and Social Committee on The situation of the Roma in the European Union

16 Sep 2010 

1. The Committee strongly condemns discriminatory actions against the Roma or any ethnic minority groups. The EESC has always strived to defend the fundamental rights of all people living in the European Union and to oppose all forms of discrimination directed at national minorities, as well as racism and xenophobia. The entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty has strengthened the regulatory and policy framework for such efforts and the instruments to implement them.

2. Moreover, the Committee has always strongly supported the right of all Union citizens and their families to move and reside freely, in accordance with EU law.

3. The Committee has always called forcefully for active social inclusion policies in favour of minorities and migrants, in particular the Roma.

4. Furthermore, the EESC wishes to express its commitment to the principle of the rule of law, according to which the responsibility for any act, including possible criminal acts, must always be individual responsibility.

5. The Committee, aware that the problems associated with the integration of the Roma are primarily a matter for the Member States concerned, nevertheless stresses the responsibility of the EU under the new treaty and the need to find a response at EU level, both to take into account the specific circumstances of the Roma populations and to ensure equal treatment throughout EU territory.

6. The Committee actively advocates the economic and social integration of the Roma population, like that of other minorities and migrants, and proposes to the EU institutions the establishment of a comprehensive strategy which is credible to the Member States in order to bring about genuine integration based on the common rights and obligations of all EU citizens. Such a strategy must be built in a participatory way by involving Roma communities and be supported by funding which is consistent with and appropriate to the major challenges at hand.

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.news.10891 
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Promoting the integration of minorities

The Roma: an EESC priority

On the occasion of the Saintes Maries de la Mer Pilgrimage and the Roma festival, EESC President, Mario Sepi, has been invited to Fourques, in the heart of the French Camargue, to participate in a conference on Roma integration and their contribution to civil society on 24-25 May 2009. This conference is being held in the context of his presidential programme on the promotion of the rights and the integration of minorities and intercultural dialogue in Europe. This event is the first meeting to be held between civil society representatives from Languedoc-Roussillon and EESC representatives on the contribution of Roma culture and positive integration experiences.

The conference on "The economic and social integration of the Roma" will take place at the Fourques Town Hall between 4 and 6 p.m. on 25 May (programme appended). It will be an opportunity to present regional as well as European Roma integration experiences. It will be followed by a concert bringing together musicians from the Roma, Corsican and Languedoc cultures. This event marks a fundamental turning point with respect to work that the Committee is about to begin on a new contribution to the EU strategy for countering obstacles to the social and labour market integration of Roma in Europe. 

It is important to remember that the Roma have been in Europe for over 7 centuries. Records of the presence of various Roma communities in most European countries date back to the late 15th Century, as do records of the discrimination, exclusion and persecution to which they have been subjected since that time. 

Other participants in this conference will include, Ms Anne-Marie Sigmund, EESC member, and rapporteur for the opinion on "Intercultural dialogue and the Roma: the key role of women and the education of children"; Mr Marc Bordigoni, research and development engineer at the Institut d'ethnologie méditerranéenne, européenne et comparative at Aix-en-Provence; Mr Serge Desseigne, head of the CEMEA project, Training centre for social workers in Hungary; Mr Guy Berge, a teacher, who will speak on successful integration; Ms Madi Sharma, EESC member and co-rapporteur for the additional opinion on the Roma; and Mr Gilles Dumas, Mayor of Fourques.

In his capacity as EESC President, Mr Mario Sepi will join the pilgrimage for the first time at the invitation of the official bearers of the Saintes Maries de la Mer boat, which will establish ties between local civil society and the European institution. In the context of intercultural dialogue, the EESC will hold an exhibition and debate on the same subject during at opening of its plenary session on 10 June 2009.
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	The European Economic and Social Committee represents the various economic and social components of organised civil society. It is an institutional consultative body established by the 1957 Treaty of Rome. Its consultative role enables its members, and hence the organisations they represent, to participate in the Community decision-making process. The Committee has 344 members, who are appointed by the Council of Ministers.
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EESC calls for coordinated action to help the Roma

The urgent issue of Europe's Roma population requires concrete, constructive and responsible action by the Member States and it must not become a political football: this was the conclusion of a debate at the EESC on 2 September.

The discussion came in reaction to French Government action to deport people of Roma origin residing illegally in France. 
"It is regrettable that this issue, which has serious implications for human beings and for citizenship issues, has become a political football and has been exploited for short-term political advantage. This approach creates tensions and encourages the general public to support discrimination and social exclusion," said EESC President Mario Sepi during the debate.
"The European Commission sat down with the French Government to discuss the issue right after the summer break; this shows the importance of the matter," Mr. Sepi added, referring to a meeting on August 31 in Brussels.

The Committee stressed that in trying to find concrete solutions to the problem of poor, uneducated and unemployed Roma communities, the EU member states must cooperate on hammering out a consistent approach to the issue throughout the EU.

A comprehensive, Europe-wide solution has to be based on European directives on free movement of Europeans, on the prohibition of ethnicity-based discrimination and on equal employment opportunities. This point was earlier emphasized by Viviane Reding, European Commission Vice-President and EU Commissioner for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship in her response to the French government action. The EESC debate also referred to the Treaty of Lisbon's clauses on the protection of fundamental rights. The new legal instrument includes further measures specifically forbidding discrimination of national minorities and protecting cultural diversity within the Bloc.

The EESC has been actively advocating the economic and social integration of the Roma population. Recent events at which the issue was discussed in depth include the May Biennale Conference on Education as a means to fight social exclusion and a June 2009 conference and exhibition on the integration of minorities.
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